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INTRODUCTION
The order Crocodylia comprises of an archaic lineage of reptiles descended from an archosaurian ancestor that lived about 254 million years ago (Janke and Arnason, 1997). Behavioral, morphological and physiological adaptations such as parental care, a four-chambered heart, and osmoregulation capabilities are crocodilian characteristics that distinguish them from other reptilians (Shine, 1988; Mazzotti and Dunson, 1989; Franklin and Axelsson, 1994) . The immediate and non-hesitant immune system of crocodilians, in comparison to other vertebrates, is an exceptional evolutionary adaptation in response to wounds from intra-and interspecific conflict in bacteria-laden environments (Merchant et al., 2003 (Merchant et al., , 2004 (Merchant et al., , 2005 . This suite of adaptations may have contributed to their long term persistence in changing environments since the Triassic.
Extant crocodilians inhabit sub-tropical and tropical locations around the world. As keystone predators, crocodilians are a significant contributor to community structure in generally high biomass, and low turnover ecosystems. However, their greatly reduced abundance under human hunting pressure has extirpated them from many locations, restricted their geographic ranges, and diminished their ecosystem role (Platt and Thorbjarnarson, 2000; Huchzermeyer, 2003; Richards et al., 2004; van der Ploeg and van Weerd, 2008; Shirley et al., 2009) . Ultimately this can impact the interaction between crocodilians and their parasites, resulting in two negative outcomes. First, anthropogenic interactions can decrease parasitic prevalence and abundance in a host population by external factors hindering parasitic transmission or killing free-living stages of the parasite (Bush et al., 2001) . Although this may seem beneficial, parasites that are host-specific for crocodilians may have developed relationships with their hosts, that may have contributed over evolutionary time the ability to repel a broad spectrum of invasive pathogens. The alteration of the host-parasite dynamics may contribute
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to a reduced ability to adjust to anthropogenic disturbances, enhancing crocodilian susceptibility to common and foreign parasites (Combes, 2001; Schoeb et al., 2002) . In contrast, ecosystem perturbations may enhance the prevalence and intensity of certain parasites within a host population (Lafferty, 1997; Lafferty and Kuris, 1999) . Increased parasite burdens in concurrence with immunosuppression caused by chronic stress in rapidly changing environments may enable viral, bacterial and parasitic infections to proliferate and overwhelm normal defense mechanisms, ultimately increasing morbidity or mortality of the host (Lafferty, 1997; Lafferty and Kuris, 1999; Koprivnikar and Walker, 2011) . This is of considerable concern as the decline or elimination of keystone predators, including their parasites, can alter trophic dynamics, potentially triggering the collapse of an ecosystem (Fortin et al., 2005; Hudson et al., 2006; Myers et al., 2007; Ripple and Beschta, 2007) .
The purpose of this database is to provide information that can further knowledge on the crocodilianparasite dynamic that may be useful for scientific research and conservation management. As an example of the utility of this database, knowledge of shared parasite species or genera may assist investigations on the phylogenetic relationships among the New World crocodilian clade (Densmore and White, 1991; Brochu, 2000; Ray and Densmore, 2003; White and Densmore, 2000) . Molecular and fossil evidence indicate that Crocodylus originated in Africa, and that the New World crocodilians appeared in the western hemisphere in the Late Miocene or Pliocene (White and Densmore, 2000; Brochu, 2000 Brochu, , 2004 Velez-Juarbe et al., 2007) . The direction of dispersal is in question because C. niloticus maybe phylogenetically closer to New World crocodilians than to other species in Africa (Gatsey and Amato, 1998; Meganathan et al., 2010) . The phylogenetic analysis of parasites among these crocodilians may provide a new perspective on the phylogenetic relationships of Crocodylus. Thus, the ability to use host-parasite data may enhance studies of crocodilian phylogeny and biology. This may be beneficial for both conservation, and other aspects of parasitology and crocodilian research.
